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Dr. Sébastien Boussois holds a diploma in International Relations and a Ph.D. in Political Sciences
(The University of Paris - West Nanterre). He specializes in the following fields of study: societies
of the Arab world, democratic transitions in the Middle East and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
(history, water, society, intellectual landscape). He has taught at the Business School of Rouen and
has been associated with the Centre Alberto Benveniste (Paris), the Free University of Belgium
(REPI) and the Centre Jacques Berque (Rabat). He currently serves as a scientific advisor to the
Institute MEDEA in Brussels. In 2010, he created the CCMO (The Circle of Researchers on the
Middle East) in Paris, of which he is the president.
Dr. Didier Boutet is a lecturer and researcher at the University of Tours (France).
Dr. Jean-Paul Burdy is an associate professor of history at l’Institut d’études politiques (IFP) in
Grenoble, where he lectures primarily in the political history and geopolitics of the geographical
zone covering Turkey-Iran-the Caucasus-the Persian Gulf-the Middle East. As a researcher, he is
also associated with GREMMO in Lyon. His works include: La Turquie est-elle européenne ?
Contributions au débat (Levallois-Perret, Editions Turquoise, 2004), and “La Turquie candidate et
le génocide des Arméniens: entre négation nationaliste et société civile,” in La Turquie face à
l’Europe (Montpellier, CERVL, 2005).
Dr. Giulia Daniele currently serves as a research fellow in Political Science at the Sant’Anna
School of Advanced Studies (SASAS), Pisa. After obtaining her B.A. in International Studies
(2005) and an M.A. in International Relations and Human Rights (2007) at the University of Turin,
she completed her Ph.D. under a co-tutelage agreement between the SASAS and the University of
Exeter in April 2012. Since 2005, she has conducted fieldwork research in the West Bank, the Gaza
Strip, Israel and Tunisia, focusing on Middle East politics (in particular, the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict) and women’s political activism in the MENA region. Her first book is entitled Women,
Reconciliation and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: The Road Not Yet Taken (Routledge, 2014).
Mr. Ali Fathollah-Nejad is a German–Iranian political scientist. He has studied in Germany
(Münster), France (Sciences-Po Lille), and the Netherlands (Twente). Last year, at the London
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), he submitted his Ph.D. thesis on Iran’s
international relations in the 2000s against the backdrop of a changing world order. He has also
been a visiting lecturer on Globalization and Development in the Middle East at the University of
Westminster. The author of two monographs on the U.S.–Iran conflict, he has published over 70
pieces in English, German and French, which have been translated into a dozen languages
(including Czech).
Prof. Alia Gana is a trained sociologist currently serving as a directress of research at CNRS. She
has been associated with CNRS since 2003. Her research interests include, among other things:
social systems of agriculture, the rural milieus, local development, environment and sustainable
development and the administration of communal property. Her publications include: Inégalités et
risques face à la gestion de la ressource hydraulique en Méditerranée (with J-P. Billaud,
L’Harmattan, 2011), “Micro-entreprises féminines, gestion des ressources naturelles et lutte contre
la pauvreté rurale en Tunisie. Exemple du projet de développement du bassin-versant de Oued
Sbaïhya (gouvernorat de Zaghouan, P-N. Denieuil).” In Les entrepreneurs maghrébins (Khartala,
Paris, 2011) and many others.
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Dr. Ali Granmayeh studied Law and Political Science at the University of Tehran and obtained a
Ph.D. in International Relations from the University of London. He served at the Iranian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and was assigned to various diplomatic positions abroad. Later on, he became a
lecturer at the University of London, and was also a research associate (1992-2012) at the
CNMES/LMEI, SOAS, and the University of London. He has published articles and book reviews
in the Slavonic Review, the Maghreb Review, RUSI, and elsewhere. He is a frequent contributor, as
an analyst and commentator, to the BBC, VOA, DW, RFE/RL and other media networks.
Ms. Gamze Hakverdi received her master’s degree from Hacettepe University, Ankara, the Faculty
of Communications. Her thesis, which was eventually published as a book entitled Water, Fog and
Earth: Film-Images of New Turkish Cinema (2013), discusses the aesthetical aspects of new Turkish
cinema in terms of the collective visuality. Presently, as a Ph.D candidate, she is undertaking her
field research, which utilises a visual-ethnographic methodology, regarding the ideological gaze
formations between locals and immigrants in Rome, Italy.
Ms. Zora Hesová is a researcher associated with the Association for International Affairs in Prague.
She has published numerous articles in Czech and regularly comments on the MENA region for the
Czech media.
Ms. Tereza Jermanová holds a B.A. in Political Science from Charles University, Prague, and an
M.A. in North African politics from the University of Exeter. She has also studied at Science Po,
Paris. Ms. Jermanová is a research fellow at the Association for International Affairs and regularly
writes commentaries and gives interviews to the Czech media. In 2011, she co-coordinated a project
focused on the training of Egyptian journalists in electoral coverage. Her main research interests
relate to the problems of transitions, institutional design and politics in Egypt. Currently, she is in
charge of a project comparing the constitution-making processes in Egypt and Tunisia after 2011.
Mr. Akram Kachee is a specialist on Syria and is associated with GREMMO, Lyon.
Prof. Henry Laurens serves as Chair of History of the Contemporary Arab World at the Collège de
France, in Paris. He obtained higher degrees and distinctions in history, and studied literary Arabic
at the INALCO. He has published many books, among them Les Origines intellectuelles de
l’expédition d’Égypte (1987), Paix et Guerre au Moyen-Orient (1999), L’Orient arabe à l’heure
américaine (2004) – which has just been translated into (2013).
Dr. Didier Leroy serves as a researcher at the Chair of Sociology of the Royal Military Academy of
Belgium (RMA) and is a part time assistant professor on the Master’s degree course in Population
and Development Sciences at the Free University of Brussels (ULB). He is also a scientific
collaborator for the CECID (the Centre for the Study of International Cooperation and
Development) of the ULB. In addition, he is a member of the Board of the Circle of Researchers on
the Middle East (CCMO) and an associate researcher at the Observatory on the Middle East and
North Africa (OMAN) at the University of Quebec at Montreal (UQAM).
Prof. Jean Marcou currently serves as director of International Relations at l’Institut d’études
politiques (IFP) in Grenoble. At IEP, he supervises a Master’s degree programme on the
Mediterranean and the Middle East. His principle research field addresses the evolution of political
equilibrium in the Middle East, with an emphasis on Egypt and Turkey. Between 2000 and 2006, he
served as director of the francophone section of the Faculty of Economics and Political Sciences,
the University of Cairo. He also directed l’Observatoire de la Vie Politique Turque (OVIPOT)
during 2006-2010. His works include: La Nouvelle Egypte, idées reçues sur un pays en mutation
(Le Cavalier Bleu, 2013) and Vingt ans de changement en Turquie (1992-2012) (Paris, L’Harmattan,
2013), with Türkmen Füsun.
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Prof. Firouzeh Nahavandi is a professor at the Free University of Brussels (ULB), where she
directs the Centre for Studies in International Cooperation and Development (CECID). She is a
member of, l'Académie Royale des Sciences d'Outre-Mer de Belgique and an associate professor at
several overseas universities. Her recent publications include: L'Iran dans le monde (L'Harmattan,
2013), Iran (De Boeck, 2013) and Afghanistan (De Boeck 2014).
Dr. Mamduh Nayouf holds a Ph.D. in Arab and Islamic studies from the University of Michel de
Montaigne, Bordeaux, and an M.A. in Political Sciences from the University of Latakiya. His
research interests include US foreign policy in the MENA region and the economic structure of
Arab countries. Among his publications, we may mention De Bush à Obama: quel changement de
politique américaine au Moyen-Orient? (to be published by l’Harmattan in 2014).
Ms. Deborah Perez holds a Master’s degree in Social Sciences from the EHESS and a Master’s
degree in Public Affairs from Sciences Po (2012). A student of the Ecole Normale Superieure
(Ulm), she focuses on the political practice of the members of parliament in post-revolutionary
Tunisia. She developed an interest in the MENA region after completing a B.A. in English literature
and history (2008) and following an exchange programme at King’s College, London (2008-2009).
She has interned in several public and private institutions and leads a seminar on the contemporary
history of the MENA region (2013-2014) at the ENS, Ulm.
Mr. David Rigoulet-Roze is a research associate at IFAS, Paris. He holds an M.A. in Philosophy
and in the History of International Relations. His publications include: L’Iran pluriel : Regards
géopolitiques (l’Harmattan, 2011); Géopolitique de l’Arabie saoudite: des Ikhwans à Al-Qaïda
(Editions Armand Colin, 2005) and Un Géant ensablé: forces et faiblesses de l’Arabie saoudite
(Editions Olympio, 2001).
Ms. Eva Schmidt graduated in Political Science from the Freie Universität Berlin (FUB) in 2011.
She is a Ph.D. candidate at the Berlin Graduate School of Muslim Cultures and Societies (FUB).
Ms. Narciss M. Sohrabi is a Ph.D. student at Nanterre University, Paris. Her current research
concerns the influence of the Iranian revolution upon public space in Tehran.
Dr. Clément Steuer is a political scientist currently serving at the Oriental Institute (ASCR), an
associate researcher at the CEDEJ and the MEDEA Institute, and a member of the Research Union
on the Middle East. In addition, as a young academic of the Triangle laboratory, he was supported
by a grant from the “Région Rhône-Alpes” allowing him to undertake research on the Egyptian
elections. His monograph, Le Wasat sous Moubarak, was published by the Fondation Varenne
publishing house in 2012.
Dr. Yutaka Takaoka earned his Ph.D. in area studies from Sophia University (Tokyo) in 2011. He
currently serves as a research fellow at the Middle East Research Institute of Japan, Tokyo. His
publications include The Role of Tribes in Contemporary Syrian politics and Society: An Analysis of
Tribes in the Euphrates River Region and al-Jazeera Region Tokyo (in Japanese, 2012).
Dr. Christian Tamas is a Romanian Orientalist, arts and humanities researcher. He holds a B.A.
degree in Arabic language and literature and earned a Ph.D. degree in philosophy with the thesis
“Communication Strategies in the Qur’an.” He currently serves as a senior research fellow within
the Interdisciplinary Department of Human and Social Sciences at the “Alexandru Ioan Cuza”
University of Iasi (Romania). He also serves as a professor of Arabic Language and Civilization at
the Arab Cultural Centre of Iasi.
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Dr. Rukiye Tinas holds a Ph.D. in Political Science. She is currently associated with the Triangle
Laboratory, Lyon. Dr. Tinas has authored numerous articles on contemporary Turkey.
Dr. Ayşen Uysal serves as a professor of Political Sciences at the Dokuz Eylül University, Izmir.
She has published several articles in Turkish, French and English, including: “Organisation du
maintien de l’ordre et répression policière en Turquie” in Della Porta (D.), Fillieule (O.), Police et
Manifestants. Maintien de l’ordre et gestion des conflits (Paris, Presse de Sciences Po, 2006). Her
articles have appeared in Insight Turkey, Storicamente, and elsewhere. She has also co-authored
Particiler. Türkiye’de partiler ve sosyal ağların inşası (Political professionals, Political parties, and
the construction of the social networks in Turkey). (Istanbul, İletişim, 2010).
Dr. Marie Vannetzel is a post-doctoral researcher at CERI, Paris, on the ERC programme “When
Authoritarianism Fails in the Arab World” (WAFAW), coordinated by François Burgat and Laurent
Bonnefoy. She holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from the IEP in Paris (2012), as well as a degree in
Arabic from the University of Provence, (2006). Her doctoral dissertation dealt with the forms of
mobilisation inside the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt under Mubarak.
Dr. Jan Zouplna was educated at Charles University Prague, earning a Ph.D. in the history of the
Middle East in 2006. He currently serves as head of the department of the Middle East at the
Oriental Institute (ASCR). His research interests include the interwar Zionist movement, Israeli
political history from 1920 to the late 1990s, Jews in Eastern Europe (1772-1939) and Israel’s
foreign relations (1948-1967). His articles have appeared in the Journal of Israeli History, Middle
Eastern Studies, Israel Affairs and elsewhere.

